
Madrona Middle School PTSA proudly presents: 

MAKING SENSE: 
A PARENTS GUIDE TO  
UNDERSTANDING THE  

CHANGES IN YOUR 
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT 

Presented by Marsha Robinson 

In the past 20 years, extensive research on the young adolescent brain has given 
us a new understanding of why our middle grades students act the way they do. 
Ms. Robinson explains the dramatic changes in the adolescent body, brain, 
and behavior, and offers parenting tips that may help ease the child’s transi-
tion between childhood and adulthood. Middle grades NOT as a time to just 
get through, but as an opportunity to powerfully influence the growth and  
development of their children. 
 
Marsha Robinson serves as an Education Programs Consultant at the California 
Department of  Education, writing adolescent development chapters on the Taking 
Center Stage--Act II Web site. She graduated from the University of California at 
Davis and completed her graduate work at the California State University at San 
Jose. As a teacher, she taught students in middle school (English, Social Studies), 
high school (Psychology, Sociology, History), and  also taught English in 
France.  As a school administrator, she served as an assistant principal at San 
Jose High     Academy and as a vice principal at Leroy Greene Middle School. 

  
For more information, please contact: Kelly Gottlieb at kgottlieb@socal.rr.com 

Tuesday September 27, 2011 
 

6:30-8:30PM 
 

Madrona Middle School Cafeteria 
21364 Madrona Ave. Torrance 


