







Date: ____________________

Dear __________________________________

I am writing you today as a ___________________________ of the Torrance Unified School District. I urge you to reject the Governor’s state budget proposal for 2008-2009.

This budget proposal is a giant step backwards for our local schools and would decimate the minimum school funding law approved by California voters. Our students didn’t create this budget crisis and their education shouldn’t be ransomed to solve it.

While it is clear there are extraordinary budget challenges, it’s also clear that California voters believe our students and public schools should be a top priority and strongly support our minimum school funding guarantee, Proposition 98. Voters passed Proposition 98 almost 20 years ago to create stable minimum funding for our public schools. And they strongly reaffirmed their support for the minimum funding in 2005.

For 2008-2009, the state deficit is projected to be over $14 billion. The Governor has proposed the suspension of Proposition 98, the guaranteed funding mechanism for K-14 education. This would mean a reduction of over $8.7 million to Torrance Unified School District, my local school district. This amount of reduction cannot be reached without significant cuts in all areas.

The governor’s proposed solution to the state’s budget crisis will create chaos in our Torrance public schools. Midyear or across-the-board education cuts will be devastating. The Governor’s proposed budget forces cuts totaling over $8.7 million. That’s the same as laying off over 87 teachers, or shutting down 20 of our 33 school sites. In addition to cutting classroom teachers, the district will have to cut more than $9,000 per classroom, increase the number of students in every classroom by over 10 percent, and reduce music, art, career technical education, counseling services, and elementary physical education programs.

Our students and schools have been making progress statewide, with reading scores up 25 percent and math scores increasing 17 percent in the last four years. If we want this progress to continue, now is certainly not the time to be cutting funding to California’s public schools.

According to a recent report from Education Week, California ranks 46th in the nation and spends $1,900 less per student than the national average. Other recent studies have shown that California seriously underfunds its public schools, with New York spending 75 percent more than California. The typical American school has 30 percent more teachers than the average school in California. California ranks dead last in the number of counselors and librarians per student, and has some of the most overcrowded classrooms in America.

A state budget proposal that looks to cuts alone is not a real solution. The most pressing challenge is to enact a balanced budget that continues the momentum of educational improvement that has been built since the late 1990s. This budget does not do that, and anything less is unacceptable. Acting boldly on behalf of California means boldly investing in our public schools, not shortchanging our children and the future of our state. 

Sincerely,

______________________________________ (Signature)

______________________________________ (Printed Name)

______________________________________ (Address)

______________________________________ (City, State, Zip) 

